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1. I appreciate the concern expressed by you in ref a relative 

TO THE GENERAL DON/CONEIN RELATIONSHIP, AM) ALSO THE PRESENT LACK 
OF FIRM INTELLIGENCE ON THE DETAILS OF T HE GENERAL S’** PLOT. I HOPE 
THAT REF B WILL ASSIST IN CLEARING UP SOME OF THE DOUBTS RELATIVE 
TO THE GENERAL £ FLANS, AND I AM HOPEFUL THAT THE DETAILED PLANS 
PROMISED FOR TWO DAYS BEFORE THE COUP ATTEMPT WILL CLEAR UP ANY 

9 

\ 

REMAINING DOUBTS. , ■ o 

v 2. CAS HAS BEEN PUNCTILIOUS IN CARRYING OUT MY INSTRUCTIONS. 

I HAVE PERSONALLY APPROVED EACH MEETING BETWEEN GENERAL DON AND 
CONE IN WHO HAS CARRIED OUT MY ORDERS IN EACH INSTANCE EXPLICITLY. 
WHILE I SHARE YOUR CONCERN ABOUT THE CONTINUED INVOLVEMENT OF CONEIN 
IN THIS MATTER, A SUITABLE SUBSTITUTE FOR CONEIN AS THE PRINCIPAL 
CONTACT IS NOT PRESENTLY AVAILABLE. CONEIN, AS YOU KNOW, IS A . 
FRIEM) OF SOME EIGHTEEN YEARS* STANDING WITH GENERAL' DON*. AND GENERAL 
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DON FAS EXPRESSED EXTREME RELUCTANCE TO DEAL WITH ANYONE ELSE.^ I 
DO NOT EELIEVE T HE INVOLVEMENT OF ANOTHER AMERICAN IN CLOSE CONTACT 
WITF THE GENERALS WOULD BE PRODUCTIVE. WE ARE, HOWEVER, CONSIDERING 
THE FEASIBILITY OF. * R.AN FOR THE INTRODUCTION OF AN ADDITIONAL 
OFFICER AS A CUT-OUT BETWEEN CONE IN AND A DESIGNEE OF GENERAL DON 
FOR COMMUNICATION PURPOSES ONLY. THIS OFFICER IS COMPLETELY UNWITTING 
OF ANY DETAILS OF PAST OR {SEISE NT COUP ACTIVITIES AND WILL REMAIN SO. 

3. WITH REFERENCE TO GENERAL HARKINS' COMMENT TO GENERAL DON 
WHICH DON REPORTS TO HAVE REFERRED TO A PRESIDENTIAL DIRECTIVE AND 
THE FROTOSAL FOR A MEETING w IT H - ME » THIS MaY HAVE SERVED THE USEFUL. 
PURPOSE OF ALLAYING THE GENERAL'S FEARS AS TO OUR INTEREST. IF THIS 
WERE A PROVOCATION, THE GVN COULD HAVE ASSUMED AND MANUFACTURED ANY 
VARIATIONS OF THE SAME THEME. AS A PRECAUTIONARY MEASURE, HOWEVER, 

I OF COURSE REFUSED TO SEE GENERAL DON. AS TO THE LACK OF INFORMATION 
AS TO GENERAL DON’S REAL BACKING, AND THE LACK OF EVIDENCE THAT 
ANY REAL CAPABILITIES >OR ACTION HAVE BEEN DEVELOPED, REF B PROVIDES 
v ONLY PART OF THE ANSWER. I FEEL SURE THAT THE RELUCTANCE OF THE 
GENERALS TO PROVIDE THE UNITED STATES^ IT H FULL DETAILS OF THEIR 
PLANS AT THIS TIME, IS A. REFLECT ION/bF THEIR OWN SENSE OF SECURITY 
AND A LACK OF CONFIDENCE THAT IN THE LARGE AMERICAN COMMUNITY 
PRESENT IN SAIGON THEIR PLANS WILL NOT BE PER MAT UR ELY REVEALED. 

A. THE BEST EVIDENCE AVAILABLE TO THE EMBASSY, WHICH I GRANT 
YOU IS NOT AS COMPLETE AS WE WOULD LIKE IT, IS THAT GENERAL DON 
AND THE OTHER GENERALS INVOLVED WITH HIM ARE SERIOUSLY ATTEMPTING 
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rc r ; F£ CT A CHANGE IN THE GOVERNMENT. l DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THIS 
IS f PROVOCATION BY NGO DINH NHU, ALTHOUGH WE SHALL CONTINUE TjO 
ASSESS THE BANNING as WELL as POSSIBLE. IN THE EVENT THAT THE 
COUI ABORTS, OR IN THE EVENT THAT NHU HAS MASTERMINDED A PROVOCATION, 

I BELIEVE THAT OUR INVOLVEMENT TO DATE THROUGH CONEIN IS STILL 
WIT KIN THE REALM OF PLAUSIBLE DENIAL. CAS IS PERFECTLY PREPARED 
TO HAVE ME DISAVOW CONEIN AT ANY TIME IT MAY SERVE THE NATIONAL 

INTEREST * E lc 0M e YOUR REAFFIRMING INSTRUCTIONS CONTAINED IN^CAS 
WASHINGTON 74228. IT IS VITAL THAJ WE NEITHER THWART A COUP RPT COUP 
NOR THAT WE ARE EVEN IN A POSITION WHERE WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT IS GOING ON. 

6. WE SHOULD NOT THWART A COUP RPT COUP FOR TWO REASONS. FIRST, 

IT SEEMS AT LEAST AN EVEN BET THAT THE NEXT GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT 

BUNGLE AND STUNBLE AS MUCH AS THE PRESENT ONE HAS. SECONDLY,' IT 
IS EXTREMELY UNWISE IN THE LONG RANGE FOR US TO POUR COLD WATER ON 
ATTEMPTS AT A COUP, particluarly WHEN THEY ARE JUST IN THEIR BE- 
GINNING STATES. WE SHOULD REMEMBER THAT THIS IS THE ONLY WAY IN WHICH 
THE PEOPLE IN VIETNAM CAN POSSIBLY GET A CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT. WHEN- 
EVER WE THWART ATTEMPTS AT a COUP, AS WE HAVE DONE IN THE PAST, WE 
ARE INCURRING VERY LONG LASTING RESENTMENTS, WE ARE ASSUMING AN UNDUE 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR KEEPING THE INCUMBENTS IN OFFICE., AND IN GENERAL- 
ARE SETTING OURSELVES IN JUDGEMENT OVER THE AFFAIRS OF VIETNAM. 

MERELY TO KEEP IN TOUCH WITH THIS SITUATION AND A POLICY MERELY 
LIMITED TO "NOT THWARTING," ARE COURSES BOTH OF WHICH SOME 

RISKS ' BUT THESE ARE LESSER7: RISKS THAN £\J\ S^ARTING_ALL^UPS ' 
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WHILE THEY ARE STILLBORN OR OUR NOT BEING INFORMED OF WHAT IS/HAPPENINGi 

ALL THE ABOVE ' — > ~ '* 

u IS TOTALLY DISTINCT FRONI NOT 'WANTING u.S. MILITANT " 

# ’ ~ ~ * * ♦ 

ADVISORS TO BE DISTRACTED BY MATTERS WHICH ARE NOT IN THEIR DOMAIN, 

WITH WHICH I HEARTILY AGREE. BUT OBVIOUSLY THIS DOES NOT 'CONFLICT 

* » ‘ * 

WITH A POLICY OF NOT THWARTING. IN JUDGING PROPOSED COUPS? WE 

MUST CONSIDER THE EFFECT ON THE WAR EFFORT. CERTAINLY A SUCCESSON 

OF FIGHTS FOR CONTROL OF THE GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM WOULD INTERFERE 

WITH THE WAR EFFORT • IT MUST ALSO BE SAID THAT THE VAR EFFORT HAS ' 

.'BEEN INTERFERED WITH ALREADY BY THE INCOMPETENCE OF THE PRESENT 

GOVERNMENT AND THE UPROAP WHICH THIS HAS CAUSED. 

7. GENERAL DON*S INTENTION TO HAVE NO RELIGIOUS DISCRIMINATION 

IN A FUTURE GOVERNMENT IS COMMENDABLE AND I APPLAUD HIS DESIRE NOT 

TO BE "A VASSAL" OF THE U.S. BUT I DO NOT THINK HIS PROMISE OF A 

DEMOCRATIC ELECTION IS REALISTIC. THIS COUNTRY SIMPLY IS NOT READY 

FOR THAT PROCEDURE. I WOULD ADD TWO OTHER REQUIREMENTS. FIRST, 

THAT THERE BE NO WHOLESALE PURGES 'OF PERSONNEL IN THE GOVERNMENT. 

* * • 

INDIVIDUALS WHO WERE PARTICULARLY REPREHENSIBLE COULD BE DEALT 

\ 

WITH LATER BY THE REGULAR LEGAL PROCESS/- THEN I WOULD SUGGEST A 
CABINET COVERING A VERY BROAD RANGE. A HIS MAY BE IMPRACTICAL, 

BUT I AM THINKING OF A GOVERNMENT WHICH MIGHT INCLUDE TRI QUANG 
AND VICH CERTAINLY SHOULD INCLUDE MEN OF THE STATURE OF MR BUU, 

THE LABOR LEADER. 


8. COPY TO GENERAL HARKINS. 
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